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GRAHAM SCROGGIE AFTER CHARLOTTE CHAPEL

Graham Scroggie’s final farewell service in Edinburgh was on Monday 9 October 1933. He and Mrs Scroggie left the city on the following morning, when a large number saw them off at the Waverley Station, singing ‘God be with you till we meet again.’ They sailed from London on 19 of October, 11,000 miles to Wellington, where they arrived on 23 November. Graham Scroggie began his ministry in the Tabernacle, Auckland, on the first Sunday in December; sadly, the illness which dogged him throughout his time in Edinburgh recurred, and a fortnight after arriving in New Zealand he was laid up for a while. He was there for six months, as he had promised them, and then was ‘minister at large’ from 1933 to 1937.
 There is, as yet, no published biography of Graham Scroggie’s life. The following comments are based entirely on material in the Chapel archives, and do not attempt to go beyond that.

Life and Service Campaigns

For these four years of itinerant ministry he worked under the auspices of the Movement for World Evangelisation, based at Mildmay. He visited New Zealand, Australia, South Africa (once), Canada (twice), the United States of America and Great Britain. His itinerary during these years is not reproduced here, as it is no part of the Chapel history, but anyone wishing to follow his travels will find details in the Record.
 He was particularly interested in focussing his itinerant ministry what he called ‘Life and Service Campaigns’, interdenominational in character, international in scope, and always conducted ‘with tokens of divine approval’. The brochure that he issued, for the guidance of those who are interested, is annexed to this section. 

London base

Early in 1936 Graham Scroggie made his base in London, purchasing 3 Maywood House, The Park, Beckenham, Kent; this is the address for enquiries about his Life and Service Campaigns. It was his manse, while at the Tabernacle, until it was destroyed by German bombers in November 1940.
 He and his housekeeper, Miss Gold, sustained only minor injuries, but the house was completely uninhabitable and he went to stay with friends. He then purchased a large house, with fifteen rooms, at 15 Belvedere Drive, Wimbledon, London, S.W. 19, near the Wimbledon Tennis Club. That was his home until his death and his second wife stayed on there until her death (see the section ‘Graham Scroggie’s family’).

Metropolitan Tabernacle
He accepted a call to the pastorate of Spurgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle (Spurgeon’s Tabernacle), Newington, London, in 1938 and he was there for seven years, which included the war years from 1939. He left through ill health in 1944, but was also somewhat disgruntled, because he felt that people were not supporting the ministry. He did not regard the difficulties of the blackout and travel in the war years as sufficient excuse for people not turning out for the services. That was his only pastorate after Charlotte Chapel; the Tabernacle was then bombed and destroyed.

President of Spurgeon’s College Conference, 1939

In his handwritten ‘Testimony’, referred to in the footnote above, he particularly mentioned his presidency of his former College. Scroggie was accredited by the Baptist Union of Great Britain and he upset some of the folk at Spurgeon’s College by stating that Spurgeon should not have withdrawn from the Union, but he was a committed Baptist Union man all his days. In the same folder as his ‘Testimony’ is his acceptance speech of another presidency, that of the Ministers’ Clothing Society, which existed for the relief of indigence among the clergy.

London Bible College

When London Bible College was founded in 1943 and a Principal was required, an invitation was issued to Graham Scroggie. Although he accepted, the history of London Bible College makes no reference to the fact that Scroggie was its first Principal / Director, ‘for one unhappy year’. His letters show that it was a difficult period, with a sharp exchange of views. Scroggie was a strong-minded man and the parting was not amicable. Neither the College nor he was prepared to say frankly that they had made a mistake in appointing him, and there was an acrimonious exchange of correspondence. One meeting concluded with a note that the matter would be left over until the following meeting, but when the next meeting was convened, Scroggie had gone. One of his supporters wished to open up the whole matter and to demand an explanation about his departure. He was simply told that Graham Scroggie had ‘gone’ and that was the end of it. He was succeeded by Ernest Kevan.
 There is a Prospectus for LBC in the Graham Scroggie box in the Chapel archives.

In November 1944, Scroggie was very poorly with bronchial pneumonia. (Record, 1944, p. 183)

Director of Mildmay Mission

After London Bible College, he became a Director of Mildmay Mission. The Principal, Doctor Cochrane, was a controversial figure and when a non-evangelical minister was appointed to the Council, Scroggie was very unhappy and made this clear. Paradoxically, when C.D.H. (Cecil) Howley wrote in the Brethren magazine, criticising the appointment of this non-evangelical minister, Scroggie threatened Howley with a High Court action of libel unless Howley apologised, which he did. It seemed odd since he himself had been so critical of the appointment.

Graham Scroggie returned to Edinburgh and preached in the Chapel on several occasions. 

On Wednesday 17 July 1940 (at Y.P.M., while in Edinburgh for two Sundays at St. Andrew’s, George Street), (Record, 1940, p. 121.)

On Wednesday 5 August 1942, again at the Y.P.M., accompanied by his new wife.. (Record, 1942, p. 136.)

He preached on Sunday morning, 20 July 1947, looking well and accompanied by his wife. (Record, 1947, p. 122.)

In 1949, the Edinburgh Evening News carried a paragraph on Graham Scroggie’s jubilee in the ministry, including, ‘At present he is Professor of Biblical Exegesis at Spurgeon’s College where he received his theological training.’

He was in much demand for pulpit supply, as well as the convention ministry. He spoke in the Chapel for three consecutive Sundays in May 1950, while Sidlow Baxter was on his world tour, and the building was packed with an overflow to the Lower Hall.
 He preached up until about 1957, with W.B. Sloan and Philip Henman arranging taxis to take him from his home to the various churches where he was to preach.

Bible correspondence course

For thirty-five years Graham Scroggie conducted a four year Bible Course by Correspondence; a Course, which was taken by more than five thousand people in all parts of the world.

Directed reading courses

‘World-wide conversations and correspondence have shown that numberless people feel the need of guidance in the matter of their reading. At the time of his lamented decease in 1928, Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Toronto, was collaborating with Dr. W. Graham Scroggie in the production of a Catalogue which would give reading-guidance to Christians in the many fields of Christian interest, Theology, Doctrine, Interpretation, Apologetics, Ethics, Psychology, Evidences, Prophecy, Homiletics, etc.; and in recent years not a few have taken Courses of Reading on this foundation. This enterprise is still in its infancy, and Dr. Scroggie is now free to develop it on broad and comprehensive lines. The Reading Courses should be of special value to young ministers, C.S.S.M. workers, Crusaders, Christian Endeavour leaders, missionaries, and Christian workers generally.  For further particulars send for Memorandum No 3. All correspondence must be addressed: Dr. W. Graham Scroggie, 3, Maywood House, Beckenham, Kent, England; and in the British Isles must be accompanied with a stamp if a reply is required.’

Keswick Convention

Graham Scroggie’s best-known ministry was at the annual Keswick Convention in the Lake District. His influence on the Convention was immense, starting in 1915 when, after an address by Charles Brown, when all 7,000 people in the tent responded to an appeal for involvement in Christian service, Scroggie rebuked the meeting, because he felt it had been too emotional.

Whenever he was available, he took the Bible Readings at the Keswick Week. In all, he took sixteen sets of Bible Readings. Even if another well-known speaker was to be present at the Convention, they put on a set of Bible Readings for Scroggie because of the popularity of them. His earlier ministry was dominated by the need for the filling of the Spirit. It was the great emphasis in his early ministry, although later he moved to the exposition of the English Bible. His terminology varied, between ‘the fulness of the Spirit for believers’ and other phrases. There is no doubt that he himself had a deep experience of the Spirit in 1922, which he described as a baptism of the Spirit, at that stage, and then later the Fulness of the Spirit, because he came to regard the phrase ‘baptism of the Spirit’ as being too Pentecostal in nature.

Graham Scroggie preached the Second Blessing at Keswick, for example in his exposition of The Land of Life and Rest in 1950 he spoke about the three colours – the black of Egypt, the white of Canaan and the grey of the wilderness journey in between. Most Christians were in the grey area but his exhortation was to move into the land of Rest. These Bible Readings made a deep impression on the writer, whose Bible is inscribed with Dr. Scroggie’s appeal for consecration.
In 1954 he gave his twelfth and last series of Bible Readings at the Keswick Convention. His opening remarks have already been quoted in the main text in volume one. He was very frail and arrangements had to be made for him to sit on the rostrum to give his address. He introduced himself by saying, ‘I am here in consequence of prayers and pillows, penicillin and pills. I thank you for your prayers, my wife for the pillows, and my doctor for the penicillin and the pills. It is a grand privilege to be here once more. In Psalm 66:16 the writer says, “Come and hear all ye that fear the Lord, and I will declare what He hath done for my soul”.’
 The theme for his addresses was, ‘The New Testament Unfolded’, ranging from the First Advent of our Lord to the consummation of the redemptive drama at the Second Advent of Christ. The addresses made a deep and lasting impression on all who heard them.

Seventy-fifth birthday

On learning that a fund had been opened in London for a birthday present (3 March 1952), the Chapel collected and sent on £75. The total received by the sponsors was nearly £300. The elders sent a greetings telegram for his seventy-eighth birthday in 1955.

In the spring of 1956, he was unwell, weak, and able to be up for only an hour or two a day. Throughout the summer of that year, he was confined to his room and needed constant care. He celebrated his eightieth birthday at home on 2nd March 1957. The November 1957 Record reported that he had been in a weak state of health for quite a time and there was concern that he might not be able to complete the third and final volume of his comprehensive work, The Unfolding Drama of Redemption. (Record, 1956, pp. 42, 185; 1957, pp. 41, 171.)

One of the Chapel elders called on him for an hour in September 1958, and found him ‘alert in mind and memory and able to be up and out of bed’. (Record, 1958, p. 153.)

Paperwork

Graham Scroggie was a great hoarder of every piece of paper that came his way. He had a series of little booklets, which he kept in the pockets of his waistcoat. One of them is in the Chapel archives. He was a great believer in waistcoats and also in keeping little books in the pocket. He kept everything - counterfoils of tickets, a note of restaurants where he had eaten, the cost of the meal and even the tip given to the waiter. He was a keen photographer and chronicled the details of every photograph, the exact time when it was taken, the aperture and shutter speed. In his notes of what he described as his ‘Testimony’ (in the Chapel archives), he listed his recreation as ‘Cinematography’. He took 8mm. films, which Douglas Crossman has had transcribed onto videotape. He left thousands of photographs, some of his early years of the Chapel. Scroggie also had the habit, common in his day, of making a draft of a letter, altering the text until he was satisfied, and then writing out a fair copy. When the top copy went, the final draft was kept as a record on the personal file.

Death

Graham Scroggie died at home in 1959. He had never enjoyed robust health, but there was something of the hypochondriac about him - always taking his pulse and worrying about his medication. He was undoubtedly frail, never a well man, but the series of ‘bulletins’ in the Christian press, about the state of his health, was unprecedented.

He was buried in the Grange cemetery in Edinburgh, in the same grave as his brother.
 It is next but one to the lair where his parents and his wife are buried. To find it, drive straight ahead from the entrance, turn right at the southern boundary and go as far as the road permits. Then walk into the section on the south-west corner of the cemetery, and the stone is just over half way along the row, second in from the path, as illustrated in these photographs:
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Tributes

The fullest tributes were those published in The Life of Faith, the magazine that represented the Keswick Convention teaching, of 8 January 1959. After an introductory editorial, there were tributes ‘As a Keswick Convention Bible Teacher’, ‘As a "Spurgeon’s" Man, ‘At The Bethesda Free Church, Sunderland’, ‘His Ministry in Edinburgh’, ‘At the Metropolitan The tabernacle, 1938 -1944’, and ‘As a Friend’.

Library

Scroggie himself had offered his library to London Bible College, but the Principal, Ernest Kevan, thought that the content was pastoral rather than academic and did not take up the offer. It remained in the house in Wimbledon. After Graham Scroggie’s death, but while Joan was still alive, Wilbur Smith, from America, went to the house with a cheque for $35,000, offering to buy the library. Joan would not speak to him, even through the letterbox. The library was put together after Joan’s death and taken by the Christian Corps Mission, Blanche Lane, outside St. Albans. They built an octagonal building, and paid £35,000 for the whole collection of books. It is (or was) on shelving there, and used by missionaries and others who attend the Centre for their courses.

Following Joan’s death, Douglas Crossman, through her brother, purchased Graham Scroggie’s various personal effects for £1,000. 

Sermons

Graham Scroggie kept a note, in the top corner of the first sheet, of the place and date where he had preached every sermon. Some of the notes ran to sixteen pages of headings for one sermon. It appeared that he never changed the contents of an address from the time that he first gave it until the last - there are no manuscript alterations in the text. The great advantage of expository preaching is that the message does not change.

It appears from the notes that he gave the same sermon in Charlotte Chapel about every three years - he repeats, in the list, the morning or evening service, the Chapel and the date. No one seems to have objected to hearing the same sermon again every three years.

Normally there is a brief column of place and date but whenever he preached in Westminster Chapel, he put the note in large writing, coloured, and boxed in. He regarded his invitations to preach a sermon in Campbell Morgan’s pulpit as the highlight of his itinerant ministry.

The notes of sermons went to Stephen Olford in New York. This was on the basis that he was going to edit and print the sermon outlines, but nothing has appeared in print.

There were about 3,000 to 4,000 sets of sermon notes and, as mentioned, these did not appear to have been altered over the years. In addition, there was a box in the house of typed sermons, that is the transcript of the sermon as delivered. They were in a chest, the size of a television set but their destination is not known.

After his deep experience of the Spirit, he was dedicated to revival. He believed (?) that the experience of revival had come in the Usher Hall in Edinburgh and not in Charlotte Chapel.  He concentrated on the seven words which speak about the same experience - the sealing, the fulness, the anointing, the earnestness of the Spirit, etc.
Many of the earlier years of his life concentrated on ‘Life in the Spirit’ or ‘The Spirit in the believer’, but when he moved on to the unfolding of Scripture, his concentration was on the English Bible, not with any particular doctrine.   He was not an expository preacher in the pulpit - he took texts and spoke on them.   In consequence, he dropped the prophetic aspect of ministry over the last twenty years.

The work for which Scroggie is best known, the ‘Unfolding ... ‘ in five volumes, was in fact an expansion of five Bible studies given in Charlotte Chapel. Initially he covered the whole of the New Testament in five studies. The published volume was held up because the publishers, Pickering & Inglis, could not get the appropriate drawings for the maps to illustrate the work. Accordingly, Scroggie himself drew the cartography - he did some excellent graphs and sketches to illustrate his views of the Second Coming and these appeared in the book.

He wrote also the Scripture Union Notes. Despite all his problems with his health, he never missed a deadline for producing these Notes on time.

Scroggie may have over-reacted to current teaching on the gift of tongues. He would not share a platform with Alex Body of Sunderland, because of the emphasis that the latter placed on the gift of tongues.

In his later years, people found his pressing of the passages into neat grouping of three to be too neat - the approach of:-


Syllogistic


Analytic


Symmetric

Life and Service Campaigns

(a) OBJECT. 
The design of these campaigns is the promotion of evangelism throughout the world.

(b) AUSPICES. 
This ministry is in terms of the Church of God, rather than of any denomination,

and invitations from single Churches, groups of Churches, Church Councils, or Interdenominational Committees will be prayerfully considered. It is eminently desirable that campaigns be held on church premises, rather than in public halls.

(c) MESSAGE. 
The standpoint is definitely conservative, but not obscurantist.  The ministry is evangelistic, expository, and missionary; the aim being to promote new life by salvation, true life by holiness, and full life by witness.

(d) METHOD. 
Long observation and experience have led to the belief that method in Christian service should be fluid.  No one method is suitable everywhere, so that regard will always be shown for local circumstances.

(e) TERMS. 
Two views are firmly held.  First, that it is a sin to commercialize the preach​ing of the Gospel; and second, that ‘ they who preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel ‘ (1 Cor., ix, 14).  The terms of ministry are, therefore, as follows:



1 .That there be adequate advertisement of all the services.




2. That free-will offerings be taken at all the services.


3. That from these offerings the advertising expenses and the average Sunday collections be deducted, and the balance, with a Statement of income and expenses, be handed to the missioner.


4. That when the meetings extend over eight days, in addition to the above, (3) a Thank-offering be taken by envelope at the close of the Campaign.

By these terms no church can gain or lose financially. In small centres and for short periods, the income might be inadequate, but no centre would be embarrassed on that account.

Some centres, contemplating a Campaign, may wish to make a financial proposition of their own, and such will always be carefully considered, but the above represents the standard terms. Invitations from abroad will have to be considered on some other basis.

(f) PLAN. 
In all Campaigns one night, at least, is devoted to the consideration of world evangelization, but for the rest, the line of subjects is largely determined by the period to be covered.  Generally speaking, this should not be less than (1) four days, Sunday to Wednesday, or Tuesday to Friday; but experience has shown that either (2) eight days, or (3) fifteen days, beginning and ending on a Sunday, is most effective. In an eight days Campaign addresses on the Christian life would be given, or a Course of Bible lectures; but in the longer period, the first week could be devoted to the addresses, and the second week to the lectures.

Committees should consider this matter carefully, and say what their desire is.

As a rule, afternoon meetings are not advisable, but circumstances may, at times, make one or two desirable.

In many centres attractive folders, announcing place, time, and themes have been widely used, and are commanded.

Every Campaign should be preceded, maintained and followed by definite prayer for blessing.

It is eminently desirable that during a Campaign the usual evening activities of the church be suspended, and that all auxiliaries unite in the effort.

The matter of solo, or other special singing, should be considered in consultation with the preacher.

It will everywhere be assumed that Dr. Graham Scroggie has the complete control of his meetings, in co-operation, of course, with others.

� His phrase, in a handwritten ‘Testimony’ in the Chapel archives, written in 1939.


� Record, 1934, pp. 36-7, 93, 118, 119, 136, 157, 171; 1935, pp.3, 44, 45, 69 (in Charlotte Chapel for Easter), 70, 73, 81, 96, 98 (in Charlotte Chapel in June); 1936, pp. 8, 69, 89, 154; 1937, pp. 42, 186; 1938, pp. 39, 55.


� Record, 1936, pp. 8, 154; 1940, p. 188. The first that Graham Scroggie knew of the explosion was when, still in his pyjamas, he awoke to find water pouring down on him.





� Ian Randall suggests, in the Biographical Dictionary of Evangelicals, that the post required too much administrative work and that Scroggie relinquished it for that reason. Others have, however, told the writer quite categorically that Scroggie was drawn in his later years to an annihilationist view of eternity, which was not acceptable in conservative evangelical circles and that this caused the difference of opinion.





� Quoted in the Record, 1950, p. 26.


� Record, 1950, pp. 87-8.


� Precis of the text of a brochure distributed by Graham Scroggie from 1940 onward.


� Text of a brochure distributed by Graham Scroggie from 1940 onward.





� Life of Faith, January 8, 1959, ‘A Prince and a Great Man in Israel’, p. 26.


� Record, 1952, p. 75; Deacons’ Minutes, 13 May 1952, 2 March 1955;. Elders’ Minute, 2 March 1955.





� Narrated to the writer by Rev. Douglas Crossman at a meeting in Edinburgh on 21 January 1997.


� Details of John Scroggie’s ‘instant summons’ – he collapsed going in to conduct a church service in Wishaw – are in the Record, 1947, p. 10.


� Text of a brochure distributed by Graham Scroggie from 194X onward. In February 1932 there was a nine day ‘Life and Service Campaign’ in Charlotte Chapel, led by Captain Reginald Wallis of Dublin. This may have given Scroggie the idea that he developed in his own (subsequent) Campaigns. (Record, 1932, pp. 21, 47.)





